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COOPERATION OF ARBITRATION
INSTITUTIONS OF RUSSIA AND JAPAN

Senior Partner at ALRUD Law Firm
Member of the Board of the Association for the Promotion of Arbitration (RAA)
Member of the Council of the Federal Chamber of Advocates of the Russian Federation

Vassily Rudomino

Given the steadily rising trade volumes and permanently increasing commercial and economic activity between
Russia and Japan, it is important to note that in such circumstances the matter of proper dispute resolution forum is of
primary importance to ensure protection of business interests in the increasingly globalizing economic and social
environment.

During the annual International Saint-Petersburg Legal Forum on 18th of June 2014 two leading arbitration
institutions of Russia and Japan — the Russian Association for the Promotion of Arbitration (RAA) and Japan Association
of Arbitrators (JAA) have signed the Memorandum of Cooperation and Mutual Understanding, which provides an
effective framework for long-term cooperation between these arbitration forums.

The main goal defined in the Memorandum is to strengthen long-term collaboration between JAA and RAA targeted
at the development of alternative dispute resolution involving persons and entities of both Japanese and Russian
communities.

The Russian Arbitration Association was founded in April 2013 in Moscow to unite legal practitioners, law firms and
academics. As for the present moment, core members of the RAA are leading Russian and international law firms
(currently 59) and individual practitioners (currently 31), which are interested in developing in Russia of a dispute
resolution mechanism that they could trust. The Association represents broad interests of the business, legal and
education communities involved in the alternative dispute resolution in Russia and the CIS.

The main objectives of the RAA are cooperation in the development of arbitration in the Russian Federation and the
CIS countries, popularizing Russia as a venue for arbitration, promotion of Russian arbitrators at national and
international levels within the arbitration context, as well as the promotion of foreign arbitrators interested in arbitral
proceedings, directly or indirectly relating to Russia and the CIS countries.

Further to signing of the Memorandum, during the meeting held in Tokyo on 23rd of October 2014, the RAA and JAA
members have agreed on certain activities to be taken in accordance with its main goal, which are as follows :

(A) Organization of seminars in Moscow, St. Petersburg, Tokyo, Vladivostok and Khabarovsk for practitioners, in-
house lawyers, arbitrators, judges and businessmen on arbitration in Russia and Japan in 2015;

(B) Discussion of the possibility to establish a Russian-Japanese arbitration centre;

(C) Exchange of information and distribution of newsletters between RAA and JAA members;

(D) Translation of commercial arbitration rules of RAA and Japan Commercial Arbitration Association (JCAA) into
Japanese and Russian languages accordingly;

(E) Joint presentation of RAA and JAA arbitration associations during significant law-related events, such as Saint-
Petersburg Legal Forum. )

It shall be also noted that the RAA is widely involved in the ongoing legislative process on modernization and
amendment of respective legislation of the Russian Federation on commercial arbitration, which is specified in RAA
Statute as one of its objectives.

Having regard to the fact that Russia is the party to 1958 New York Convention on the Recognition and Enforcement
of Foreign Arbitral Awards, Russian arbitration community expects that the proposed amendments will bring arbitration
in Russia (o a higher level and will ensure development and promotion of arbitration as an alternative dispute resolution
forum.

This being so, signing of the Memorandum is a significant step towards deeper integration between Russian and
Japanese business and encouragement of commercial and economic activity advancement.

More information about the Russian Arbitration Association is available on its official web-site at the following
address : http://www.arbitrations.ru/en/.
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